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Ramakrishna Mission Vidyamandira
Belur Math, Howrah

Syllabus for B.A. (To be effective from 2019-20)
Subject: Philosophy
Semester - 1
Core Course
PHI-A-CC-1
Indian Philosophy — 1(6 Credits per Week)

Unit — 1

Introduction: Division of Indian Philosophical Schools — astikaand nastika, rta, Yajfia, Brahminicanal &
Sramnical Tradition.

Carvaka School - Epistemology, Metaphysics, Ethics
Jainism: Conceptof Sat, Dravya, Paryya, Guna, Anekantavada, Syadvadaand Saptabhanginaya
Buddhism: Four Noble Truths, Theory of Dependend Origination (Pratityasamutpadavada), Definition of Reality

(Arthakriyakaritvamsat), Doctrine of Momentariness (Kshanavhangavada), Theory of No-Soul (Nairatmavada), Four
SchoolsofBuddhism, TibetanBuddhism.

Unit- 11

Nyaya: Prama and Pramana, Pratyaksa (definition and analysis), Sannikarsa, Classification of
pratyaksa—Nirvikalpaka, Savikalpaka, Laukikaand Alaukika
Anumiti, Anumana (definition and analysis), Vyapti, Paramarsa, Classification of Anumana: Purvavat, Sesavat,
Samanyatodarsta, Kevalanvayi, Kevalavyatireki, Anvyavyatireki, Svarthanumana, Pararthanumana, Upamana
(definition and analysis), Sabda (definition and analysis)

Vai$esika: SevenPadarthas- Dravya, Guna, Karma, Samanya, Visesa, Samavaya, Abhava

. Asatkaryavada.



Semester -1
CoreCourse
PHI-A-CC-2
PsychologyandPhilosophyof Mind-1(6 Creditsper\Week)

Unit-I

Methods of Psychology: Introspection, Extrospection, Experimental Methods: Variables (dependent and
independent), Controls in Experiment, Limitations of Experimental Method

Sensationand Perception: Nature of Sensation, Nature of Perception, Relation between Sensationand
Perception, Gestalt Theory of Perception

Learning: Theories of Learning— Trial and Error Theory, Thorndike’s Laws of Learning, Gestalt Theory, Pavlov’s

Theory of Conditioned Response, B. F. Skinner’s Theory of Operant Conditioning (reinforcement,
extinction and punishment)

Unit-11

Mind-body Conflict: Interactionism, Double-aspect Theory, Philosophical Behaviorism

Consciousness: Levelsof Mind-- Conscious, Sub-conscious, Unconscious, Proofs for the Existence of
Unconscious, Freud’s Theory of Dream

Intelligence: Measurement of Intelligence, 1.Q. Test, Binet - Simon test, Terman - Merril and Wechsler Test

Differenttypes of Manas/Dreams (Indian Psychology)



Semester - 2
Core Course
PHI-A-CC-3
Indian Philosophy - 2 (6 Credits perWeek)

Unit-I

A. Sankhya: Satkaryavada, Nature of Prakrti, Its Constituentsand Proofs for its Existence, Nature of PurusaandProofsfor
itsExistence, PluralityofPurusas, Theoryof Evolution

B. Yoga:Citta, Chittavrtti, Cittabhumi, Eight-fold Path of Y oga, Godasthe Particular Purusa

C.  Mimamsa: (Prabhakaraand Bhatta): Arthapatti and Anupalabdhi as Sources of Knowledge, Vidhi, Nisedha,
arthavada, Bhavana, Dharma.

Unit-11

D. AdvaitaVedanta: Sankara’s Viewof Brahaman, Saguna, Nirguna Brahman, Three Grades of Satta—
Pratibhasiaka, VyavaharikaandParamarthika, Jiva,JagatandMaya

E. ViSistadvaita Vedanta: Ramanuja’s View of Brahaman, Jiva, Jagat, Refuatation of the Doctrine of Maya

F. DvaitaVedanta: Madhva’sviewonBeahman, Jiva,Jagat,andMaya



Semester - 2
Core Course
PHI-A-CC-4
SocialandPoliticalPhilosophy(6CreditsperWeek)

Unit-I

F NatureandScope of SocialandPolitical Philosophy, RelationbetweenSocialandPolitical Philosophy, Basic
Concepts: Society, Community, Association, Institution.

G Liberalism.

H. Feminism: Basic concepts, Patriarchy, Misogoiny.

Marxist Concept of Class

[

TheoriesRegardingthe Relationbetween Individualand Society 1) Individualistic Theory,
2) Organic Theory and 3) Idealistic Theory

K. Secularism: Its Nature, Secularismin India
L. SocialChange:Nature, RelationtoSocial Progress, Marx-EngleonSocial Change, GandhionSocial Change

M. Political Ideals: Nature of Democracyandits DifferentForms, Directand Indirect Democracy, Liberal
Democracy, Democracy asaPolitical Ideal, Socialism- Utopianand Scientific, Anarchism



Semester — 3
Core Course
PHI-A-CC-5
History of Western Philosophy — 1 (6 Credits per Week)

Unit-I

A. General Idea: Pre Socratic Philosophy
B. Plato: Theory of knowledge, Theory of Form
C. Aristotle: Theoryofcausation, Formand Matter— A CriticismofPlatonic Form.

D. St.ThomasAquinas:ProofsfortheexistenceofGod, FaithandReason, EssenceandExistence.
E. St. Augustine: Problem of Evil.

Unit-11

F. Descartes:Methodofdoubt, Cogito, ergo sum, Criterionoftruth, Doctrineofsubstance, Proofs for the
existence of God

E.Spinoza: Doctrineof Substance, Attributesand Modes, Pantheism, Intellectual LoveofGod.

F.Leibniz: Monads, Truths of Reason and Truths of Facts, Innateness of ideas, Sufficient Reason, Identity of Indiscernibles.



Semester - 3
Core Course
PHI-A-CC-6
Western Logic — 1(6 Credits per Week)

UNIT-I

A. Logic and Arguments: Deductive and Inductive Arguments, Truth and Validity, Categorical Propositions and
Classes: Quality, Quantity and Distribution of Terms, Translating Categorical Propositions into Standard Form

B. Immediate Inferences: Conversion, Obversion and Contraposition, Traditional Square of Opposition and
Immediate Inferences, Existential Import, Symbolism and Diagrams for CategoricalPropositions

C. CategoricalSyllogism, Standard-Form Categorical Syllogism, The FormalNature of Syllogistic Argument,Rulesand
Fallacies, GeneralRulestoTestSyllogistic ArgumentsforValidity

D. BooleanInterpretationofCategorical Propositions, Reviewofthe Traditional LawsofLogic Concerning Immediate

Inferenceand Syllogism, VVenn Diagram Technique for Testing Syllogisms, Hypothetical and Disjunctive Syllogisms,
Enthymeme, Dilemma.

Unit-11

E. Induction: Argumentby Analogy, Appraising Analogical Arguments, Refutation by Logical Analogy

F. Causal Connections: The Meaning of “Cause”; Induction by Simple Enumeration; Mill’s Method of Experimental Enquiry;
Mill’s Method of Agreement, Method of Difference, Joint Method of Agreement and Difference, Method of Residues,
Method of Concomitant Variations; Criticism of Mill’s Methods, Vindication of Mill’s Methods

G. Science and Hypothesis: Explanations- Scientific and Unscientific, Evaluating Scientific Explanations; The
Pattern of Scientific Investigation; Crucial Experiments and Ad- Hoc Hypothesis

H. Probability: Alternative Conception of Probability; Probability Calculus; Joint Occurrences, Alternative
Occurrences



Semester - 3
Core Course
PHI-A-CC-7
Ethics-Indian and Western (6 Creditsper Week)

Concept of Purusartha, Sreyas and Preyas
Varnashrama, Dharma, Sadharana Dharma

. Rna and yaj7ja, Concept of duty

. Karma-yoga, Sthitpraj7a, Svadharma, Lokasamgraha
Apurva and Adsita

Sadhya-Sadhana, Itikartavyata

. Law of Karma: ethical implications

. Rta and Satya

Yoga-ksema

Astanga Yoga

Jainism: Samvara-nirjara, Tri-ratna, Panch-vrata.

Buddhism: Upaya-Kaushal, Brahma-vihara: matri, karuna, mudita, upeksha, bodhi-sattva
. Carvaka’s Hedonism

Nature and Scope of Ethics; Moral and non-moral actions; Object of moral judgement - motive
and intention.

Subjectivism, Cultural Relativism, Super Naturalism.

Standards of Morality: Hedonism— psychological, ethical; Utilitarianism: Act and rule,
Deontological Theories: Act and rule, Kant's theory

Theories of punishment



Semester - 4

Core Course

PHI-A-CC-8
HistoryofWesternPhilosophy-2(6CreditsperWeek)

Unit-I

A. Locke: Refutation of innate ideas, Simple and complex ideas, Substance, Modes and Relations, Nature of knowledge
anditsdegrees, Limitsofknowledge, Primaryandsecondary qualities, Representative realism

B. Berkeley: Refutation of abstractideas; Criticism of Locke's distinction between primary and secondary qualities;
Immaterialism; Esse-est-percipi; Role of God, Solipsism.

Unit-11

C. Hume : Impression and ideas, Association of ideas, Distinction between judgments concerning relations of ideas and
judgmentsconcerningmattersoffact, Theoryofcausality, Theoryofself and personal identity, Skepticism

D. Kant: Conception of critical philosophy, Distinction between apriori and aposteriori judgments, Distinction
between analytic and synthetic judgments, Possibility of synthetic a priori judgments, Copernican
Revolution.



Semester - 4
Core Course
PHI-A-CC-9
Western Logic — 2 (6 Credits per Week)

Unit-I

E.  Symbolic Logic: ABriefHistory, The Value of Special Symbols, Truth Functions, Symbols for Negation,
Conjunction, Disjunction, Conditional StatementsandMaterial Implication, Argument Forms and Arguments,
Statement Forms and Statements, Material Equivalence and Logical Equivalence, Tautologous, Contradictoryand
Contingent Statement Forms, The Definition of Material Implication

F. TheParadoxesof Material Implication; The Three Lawsof Thought.
G. Testing Argument, ArgumentForm, Statementand StatementForm.

H. The Method of Truth Table
I.  TheMethodofResolution—FellSwoopandFull Sweep (dot[.]notationexcluded)

Unit-11

J. The Method of Deduction: Formal Proof of Validity— difference between Implicational Rules and theRulesof
Replacement;ConstructionofFormalProofofValiditybyusingNineteenRules; Proof of Invalidity by Assignment
of Truth-Values

K. Quantification Theory: Need for Quantification Theory, Singular Propositions; Quantification; Translating
Propositions into the Logical Notation of Propositional Function and Quantifiers.

L. RulesofUl,UG,EIl,EG; Formal Proof of Validity of Arguments Involving Quantifiers, Proof of Invalidity of
Arguments Involving Quantifiers



Semester — 4 Core
Course PHI-A-
CC-10
PhilosophyofReligion (6 Creditsper Week)

Nature and Scope of Philosophy of Religion

Doctrine of Karmaand Rebirth; Doctrine of Liberation (Hindu, Saiva, Saktaand Vaisnava’s view)
Doctrineof Karmaand Rebirth; Doctrineof Liberation (Buddhaand Jainaview)

Basic Concept of Judaism.

The Philosophical Teachings of the Holy Qur’an: Allah the Absolute, His Attributes, His Relation to the
Worldand Man

SomeBasic TenetsofChristianity: TheDoctrineof Trinity, The TheoryofRedemption

Argumentsfor the Existence of God: Cosmological, Teleologicaland Ontological; Nyaya
Arguments

Grounds for Disbelief in God: Sociological Theory (Durkheim), Freudian Theory, Carvaka,
Bauddhaand Jaina Views.

10



Semester -5
CoreCourse
PHI-A-CC-11
IndianLogicand Epistemology (Tarkasamgraha)-1(6 Creditsper Week)
(Buddhikhanda - from the definition of jriana to hetvabhasa)

Recommended Text: Tarkasamgraha with Dipika by Annambhatta

Unit-I

Definitionofjnanaorbuddhi, ltstwokinds;

Definitionofsmrti, Twokindsofsmrti;

Definition of anubhava, its division into yathartha and ayathartha; Three kinds of ayathartha Anubhava, Definitions
clarified in Tarkasamgraha Dipika

Four-fold division of prama andpramana

Definitionofkaranaandkarana

The concept of anyathasiddhi and its varieties The

definition of karya

Kinds of cause: samavayi, a-samaviy1 and nimitta karana (definition and analysis)
Definition of pratyaksa and its two-fold division: nirvikalpaka and savikalpaka Evidence for the
actuality of nirvikalpaka

Sannikarsaand itssix varieties. Problem of transmission of sound

Unit-11

Definition of anumana, anumiti and paramarsa; Analysis of paksata; Definition of vyapti; Vyaptigraha
Definition of paksadharmata, svarthanumiti and pararthanumiti; Analysis of paficavayayl nyaya; Necessity of
paramarsa. Threekindsoflingaorhetu. Definitionofpaksa, sa-paksaand vipaksa with illustration. Marks of sat hetu

Hetvabhasa - two types of definition, five kinds of hetvabhasa (definition and illustration), Upadhi different
Types.
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Semester -5

PHI-A-CC-12
PhilosophyofLanguageandEpistemology -1(Western)(6Creditsper Week)

Recommended Text:An Introductionto Philosophical Analysis byJohnHospers(3raIndianEd.)

(Meaning and Definition)

A.  Word-meaning, Definitions
Vagueness
C. Sentence-meaning

w

(Knowledge)

D. Concepts, Truth
E. TheSourcesof Knowledge; Sense-experience, Reasonand Intuition

F.  Some principal uses of the verb "To know", Conditions of Propositional Knowledge, Strong and weak senses of
"know"
(Necessary Truth)

G. Analytic Truthand Logical Possibility

H. The APriori
I.  ThePrinciples of Logic
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Semester -5

PHI-A-DSE-1(AnyOnefromthefollowingoptions)
a) WesternLogic-1(6CreditsperWeek)

Unit-I

A. 1.M.Copi: Symbolic Logic (Fifthedn.) [Sections3.4,3.5,3.6 &3.7]
B. R.Jeffrey: Formal Logic - Itsscope and limits [chapter-1V]

Unit-11
C. W.B. Joseph: An Introductionto Logic [chapter-11 &IV]

OR

b) Meditations(6 Creditsper Week)

SELECTED PORTION OF Rene Descartes Meditations on First Philosophy
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Semester -5

PHI - A-DSE- 2
ContemporarylIndianThought-1(6CreditsperWeek)

Philosophy of Vivekananda:
i) Paper on Hinduism
Contemporary Indian i) Valedictory Session

Thought Philosophy of D.D. Upadhyay

Philosophy of Rabindranath

Philosophy oflgbal

14




Semester — 6 Core
Course PHI-A-
CC-13
IndianLogicand Epistemology (Tarkasamgraha)-2(6 Creditsper Week)

(From Upamana Pramana to Prabhakara Theory of A-Khyati)
Unit —I
Recommended Text: Tarkasamgraha with Dipika by Annambhatta

A. Upamana Pramana: Definition and analysis

B. SabdaPramana:Definitionandanalysis; Sakti,thepadapadarthasambandhaconsideredas Isvarasamketa, Controversy
between the Mimamsakas and the Naiyayikas regarding the nature of sakti asuniversal or particular; Saktigraha, Laksana,
varieties of Laksana, analysis of Gauni- vrtti, Vyatijana-vrtti analyzed asakind of sakti or Laksana
The question of Laksana-bija, the concept of yoga-rudhi: The three conditions of $abda-bodha; Two kinds of statements
distinguished - Vaidikaand Laukika

Unit -1l
Vedanta Darsan — (Vol — 2) — Ashutosh Shastri
C. Saptakhyativada(Akhyatikhyati, Satkhyati, Asatkhyati, Sat- asatKhyati,
Atmakhyati, Anyathakhyati, Anirvacaniyakhyati)

D. Thetheory of pramana: the issue between svatah-pramanyavada and paratah- pramanyavada regarding utpatti and
jnapti.

15



w

®©mmo

Semester — 6 Core
Course PHI-A-
CC-14
EpistemologyandMetaphysics(Western)-2(6Creditsper\Week)

Recommended Text: An Introduction to Philosophical Analysis by John Hospers

(Empirical Knowledge)

Law - Descriptive and Prescriptive
The Problem of Induction
Testability andMeaning

(Cause Determinism and Freedom)

WhatisaCause?CauseasNecessaryConnectionand CauseasConstantConjunction.
The Causal Principles - Empirical and Apriori

Determinism, Indeterminism and Freedom

Substance and Universal—Nominalism, Resemblance theory

(Our Knowledge of the Physical World)

Realism, Idealism
Phenomenalism

16
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Semester -6

PHI-A-DSE-3(AnyOnefromthefollowingoptions)
A) Western Logic-2 (6 Creditsper Week)

Unit-1

W.V.0.Quine: Methods of Logic (Thirdedn.) [Chapters-18 & 19]
P.Suppes: Introductionto Logic (Indianedn.) [Chapters-9,sec9.1109.7]

Unit-11

H.W.B. Joseph: An Introduction to Logic [Chapter-V] (The Rules of Definition and Division: Classification and
Dichotomy)

OR

B) Enquiry (6 Credits per Week)

SELECTED PORTION OF Hume’s Enquiry Concerning Human Understanding
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Semester -6

PHIA-DSE -4
Project Paper writing on one Western and one Indian poursations of the following
topics (6CreditsperWeek)

(Must be written in English)

Western Part (25 Marks)

Problems of Philosophy — Bertrand Russell
or

Lectures’ on Ethics — Immanuel Kant

Indian Part (25 Marks)

Vedantasara — Sadanandajogindra
Or
An ldealist view of Life — S. Radhakrishnan
Or
Selected letters on Vivekananda
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